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(1) Clarke, J., Popultation Geography, Pergamon Press, London, 1969, p.2.
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Maadi Suburb

A Study in Settlement Geography

Abstract

Maadi Suburb occupies part of the greater Cairo region, covering around
12.6 km2. Maadi is one of the suburbs which developed in Egypt since the
beginning of the present century as a result of the foreign capital flow and the
stable state of Egyptian economy, in addition to these factors, the privileges
given to foreigners under the British occupation contributed to the development
of real state. Moreover, Maadi Suburb expanded greatly due to the development
of transportation and the population intensity in ancient Cairo, as well as the

intensification of using public utilities. All of these directed population to settle in

the suburb.

The present study consists of seven chapters preceded by an introduction
and followed by a conclusion. The introduction contains the rational behind
selecting the topic of study, objectives, previous studies, approaches of study,
sources of study, and the study content. In addition to these, the introduction

deals with defining of the study area and the concept of suburb.

Chapter I deals with the location and site of Maadi Suburb in respect to
how much the suburb benefits from its location a long roads and transportation
lines, especially this suburb is lying between two important locations, Cairo in the
north and Helwan in the south. I, also studied the location of Maadi as a relative
planned center surrounded with many unplanned areas. Some physical factors

affected the suburb development; the gentle slop and the smooth reliefwhich are



the result of the occupancy of Wadi Degla delta on which the suburb located. In

addition, climate and variation in soil texture also play a role in suburh's urban

morphology.

Chapter II deals with the urban development of Maadi as a result of the
effects of economic, political and social factors. We found that Maadi grow
through five stages of development during the last 85 years (1907-1992). Each
stage had been studied with attention to the urban growth dynamics of the

suburb, the obstacles which faced this growth, and urban growth directions and

rates.

Chapter III deals with the population of Maadi with emphasis:on
population characteristics. First, the study of population growth through the
relationships between this growth and urban growth (either along the horizontal
axis or vertical axis). Second, the study of population distribution and density.
Third, the study of population structure which includes age-sex structure,

educational state and economic activities. Finally, the chapter ends with the study

of foreigners in Maadi and the future of Maadi population.

Chapter IV concentrates on the study of land use in Maadi with respect to
the relative distribution of occupied and vacant areas, followed by the study of
the patterns of land use. These patterns are: Residential, Commercial, Industrial,

Educational, Medical, Religious, Administrative, Recreational, roads and streets
and other uses.
Chapter V deals with the urban structure in Maadi suburb, through two

topics. First, the urban configuration of Maadi which includes, the kind and

Housing patterns, Housing age, Housing height, Housing state and the plan of



urban growth. Second, the study of public utilities such as water supply, sewage,
EBlectricity, Natral gas and Communications,

Chapter VI deals with spatial relationships to Maadi suburb through three
points. First, the study of transportation and accessibility with respect to internal
and external transportation which throw light on the relationships between Maadi
suburb and the greater Cairo region. Second, the study of service relations either
medical or educational, with the attention to its competence in the suburb itself
and its influence outside it. Third, the study of the daily journey to work with

respect to the population relationships between Maadi and Cairo.

Chapter VII deals with the urban planning of Maadi Suburb, through
studying the problems, objectives, and the expected directions of urban growth,
at the end of this chapter an attempt had been made put some recommendations

and suggestions which may contribute to the urban planning of Maadi Suburb.

Finally, the conclusion reveals the functional and the urban geographical

characteristics of Maadi Suburb.



